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Innovative Programs Offer Jump Start to Businesses
Portland, Ore. – Nov. 15, 2010 – As the nation’s economy continues to move from recession toward recovery, public organizations in Oregon and SW Washington are offering local businesses new forms of economic development support in an effort to bolster growth.
“We are dealing with a new kind of economic recovery, which means that regional and local agencies must develop innovative methods to help companies grow,” said Pam Treece, executive director for Portland Vancouver Regional Partners Council for Economic Development.

Throughout the greater Portland region, business development programs from the state, cities and other economic groups are offering new tools to help private businesses expand. The innovative methods include everything from business start-up kits to an “A Team.” Following are examples:
· Every Project Fast Tracked

The City of Salem has created the “A Team” in which the city calls all agencies together to review a project, and then identifies ways to expedite site plan review, permitting, and infrastructure requirements.  Next a project coordinator is appointed and that person becomes the single point of contact for the company and its project.  The system, created in 2006, reduces and streamlines the process of development and is well received by the clients who have major projects.
· Like Match.com for Businesses 

The Northwest Connectory is a unique, free B2B online resource started in January to provide Pacific Northwest companies with access to share their products and services, and highlight unique technical skills. The system, created by Business Oregon, also links Oregon businesses to opportunities around the region via a robust, searchable, online “buyer-supplier” database that contains detailed, verified profiles of Pacific Northwest companies across all industries. It is proven to be effective in generating new sales leads and identifying potential business partners for the 1,002 businesses in Oregon on the site so far. http://www.connectory.com/portal_search.aspx?portalid=7.
· Start-up Toolkit 

The Clackamas County Business and Economic Development department provides a start-up kit, sample business plans and small business certification information at www.ClackamasToolsForBusiness.com. The array of downloadable information offered since 2007 helps entrepreneurs choose the type of business entity that meets their needs, and also includes the forms needed to establish a sole proprietorship, partnership, limited liability company or corporation. 
· Jobs Grow Here - Greenlight Greater Portland started this region-wide business enhancement program in 2009 in which it meets one-on-one with top executives in regional companies. Each hour-long interview drills down into business’ current status and makeup, strategic plans and future vision, and management’s perceptions of community strengths and weaknesses. The process is designed to surface issues that may be impeding a company’s growth, and has met with success for 40 companies thus far. 

· Economic Gardening – In 2009, The Portland-Vancouver Regional Partners Council for Economic Development partnered with the Oregon Micro Enterprise Network and area economic agencies to provide small businesses with tactical information typically sourced only by big businesses. Through this program, 25-30 small, traded-sector companies that have potential for quick growth have been provided with resources to increase business, efficiency and sales. 
· The Urban Renewal Program - Portland Development Commission (PDC) has served as the city’s urban renewal agency for more than 50 years, and administers a state-authorized, redevelopment and finance program to help communities improve areas that are physically deteriorated, suffering economic stagnation, unsafe or poorly planned. PDC has used urban renewal as a tool to focus public attention and resources on 16 blighted or underused areas so far to stimulate private investment and improve neighborhood livability. 
· Business Portland – This new website launched in February is a comprehensive collection of helpful information targeted to business owners looking to start, expand, grow or locate a business in Portland. The Business Portland website was created by the PDC to assist Portland businesses in navigating the resources available to them.  In addition to supplying information, the Business Portland website offers a 
place for Portland businesses to connect through social media, discussion forums (Community Conversations) and a marketplace of services (PDX Business Connect).  www.portland4biz.com.
· Pre-Lease Program - The City of Vancouver has planning, building, fire and permitting staff meet potential business owners on site for a complimentary walk-through to provide a preliminary determination of any issues that could impact a potential lease or purchase.  If the project is a restaurant/bar, the city will include the Health Department and Liquor Control representatives on the walk-through for a comprehensive consideration of the business needs. The City has offered this service since March 2010 to seven prospects so far. It views this as an opportunity to provide general assurance that a potential project is properly cited, and more importantly, begin developing a relationship to insure the permitting process goes smoothly. 
· Business Retention and Expansion Program – The Strategic Economic Development Corporation (SEDCOR) has maintained contact with more than 600 manufacturers in Marion and Polk Counties, offering them access to an array of development services, including site selection consulting, employee recruitment, screening and retention, international trade, management and process expertise, workforce development and business resources and information. 
· Business Services Partnership – In May 2010, the Columbia River Economic Development Council and Southwest Washington Workforce Development Council established the Business Services Partnership (BSP), which brings together more than 30 public and non-profit business resource organizations that serve Clark County’s 12,000-member business community. The BSP connects local businesses with low-cost resources to accelerate business expansion and job creation, focusing on collaborative business outreach, community stakeholder education, and innovative solutions. The BSP invites businesses to speak at their monthly meetings on relevant business topics, from capital access to streamlined permitting.
 About Regional Partners
The Portland-Vancouver Regional Partners Council for Economic Development (Regional Partners), includes both private and public economic development professionals from throughout the greater Portland-Vancouver region.  We provide regular opportunities for member networking, facilitate region-wide collaboration by private and public organizations on vital economic development issues and provide member services, including communications. Regional Partners manages federal grant funding from the Economic Development Administration. www.portlandregionalpartners.com.
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