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FORBES RANKS PORTLAND-VANCOUVER IN TOP 10 STATES FOR BUSINESS AND CAREERS 
Portland, Ore. – Nov. 3, 2010 – Portland Vancouver Regional Partners for Economic Development announced that Forbes magazine has ranked Washington the fifth and Oregon the sixth best states for business and careers.

“While this is great news to see two areas of our region ranked in the top 10 states, it comes as no surprise to the companies and business people who call the Northwest home ,” said Gillian Floren, CEO of Greenlight Greater Portland, which is a member of Regional Partners and recently issued the Greater Portland Prosperity Index. “The reasons that this area is so attractive to business owners are vast and include access to skilled workers, unlimited growth opportunities and overall quality of life. We’re glad to see Forbes agrees with what we’ve appreciated all along.”
The Forbes study ranked states overall and also in six categories: costs, labor supply, regulatory environment, current economic climate, growth prospects and quality of life.

Washington ranked second for labor supply, fifth for regulatory environment and fourth for growth prospects. Oregon ranked fourth for labor supply, 12th for growth prospects, 18th for business costs, 14th for economic climate and 21st for quality of life.
The study relied on 10 data sources, including Moody’s Economy.com, Pollina Corporate Real Estate, Pacific Research Institute, the Tax Foundation, Sperling’s Best Places, Better Government Association, the Census Bureau, the U.S. Small Business Administration, the FBI, the U.S. Department of Education and Forbes.

About Regional Partners

The Portland-Vancouver Regional Partners Council for Economic Development (Regional Partners), includes both private and public economic development professionals from throughout the greater Portland-Vancouver region.  The council provides regular opportunities for member networking, facilitates region-wide collaboration by private and public organizations on vital economic development issues and provides member services, including communications. Regional Partners manages federal grant funding from the Economic Development Administration. www.portlandregionalpartners.com.
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